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is the main obstacle to a political solution, 
and the best way to help the Iraqis reach 
this solution is to help them put down this 
violence. 

Members of Congress have a right to ex-
press their views and express them forcefully. 
But those who refuse to give this plan a 
chance to work have an obligation to offer 
an alternative that has a better chance for 
success. To oppose everything while pro-
posing nothing is irresponsible. 

Whatever our differences on strategy and 
tactics, we all have a duty to ensure that our 
troops have what they need to succeed. 
Thousands of young men and women are 
preparing to join an important mission that 
will in large part determine the outcome in 
Iraq. Our brave troops should not have to 
wonder if their leaders in Washington will 
give them what they need. I urge Members 
of Congress to fulfill their responsibilities, 
make their views known, and to always sup-
port our men and women in harm’s way. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:40 a.m. on 
January 12 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 13. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 12 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Remarks at a Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Holiday Volunteer Event 
January 15, 2007 

This has been my honor to be here. One 
of the things that Mrs. King wanted was for 
MLK Day to be a day of service. It is not 
a day off, but it’s a day on. And so I’m here 
at Cardozo High School to thank the hun-
dreds of people who have showed up to serve 
the country by volunteering. 

And right here in the library, we’re with 
a group of folks who are sending postcards 
to folks who have been affected by Katrina, 
cards of hope, an opportunity for a citizen 
here to say to somebody in the New Orleans 
area, ‘‘We care about you; people are think-

ing about you’’—and all in the hopes of lifting 
somebody’s spirit. 

And so I not only want to thank the folks 
involved in this project, and thank the Attor-
ney General for volunteering, but I encour-
age people all around the country to seize 
any opportunity they can to help somebody 
in need. And by helping somebody in need, 
you’re honoring the legacy of Martin Luther 
King. And by helping somebody in need, 
you’re really helping yourself because you’re 
lifting your soul. 

And so I want to thank the principal of 
this fine high school; I want to thank the or-
ganizers of the event; and I want to thank 
the volunteers, young and old, for setting 
aside time to make somebody else’s life bet-
ter. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at 
Cardozo High School. In his remarks, he referred 
to Reginald Ballard, principal, Cardozo High 
School. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon 
January 16, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. Secretary-General, 
welcome. The last time I visited with you 
in this Oval Office, you were the Foreign 
Minister of an important country. Now you 
come representing the United Nations, and 
I welcome you. Thank you for your willing-
ness to serve. Thank you for this very impor-
tant discussion we just had. I appreciated so 
very much how you opened up the discussion 
with a strong commitment to democracy and 
freedom. And the United States is willing— 
wants to work with the United Nations to 
achieve a peace through the spread of free-
dom. 

And I want to thank you very much for 
the wise advice that you have given on a vari-
ety of issues. We talked about the Middle 
East, of course, and the importance of the 
Quartet. We talked about Darfur. Mr. Sec-
retary-General, I want to thank you for your 
commitment to help the suffering people in 
Darfur, and I wish you all the best as you 
work hard to convince the President of the 
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